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Grade VI I I  -  English     

Lesson 5.  Pr incess September    

 

 

 

 

The King had Nine Daught ers 

  The king of  Siam had nine daught er s, The Queen used t o f ind it  dif f icult  t o r emember  so 

many names, so t he King named his daught er s af t er  t he name of  t he mont hs of  t he year . 

Ther ef or e, t he eldest  was called J anuar y and t he youngest  was named Sept ember . The King had 

a peculiar  habit  of  giving gif t s t o his daught er s on his bir t hday. One year  he gif t ed a gr een and 

yellow par r ot  in a golden cage t o each of  his daught er s. The daught er s loved t heir  gif t s and 

wer e pr oud of  t heir  par r ot s. They t aught  t heir  par r ot s t o say ' God save t he King'  and ' Pr et t y 

Polly.'  

 

Princess Sept ember' s Parrot  Dies 

  one mor ning when Pr incess Sept ember  went  t o say good mor ning t o her  par r ot , she saw 

her  par r ot  lying dead at  t he bot t om of  it s golden cage. The Pr incess bur st  int o a f lood of  t ear s. 

Not hing t hat  her  Maids of  Honour  said comf or t ed her . The Queen f ound all t his non-sensual and 

or der ed t he Maid of  Honour  t o put  t he Pr incess in her  bed, wit hout  ser ving her  any dinner . 

 

The Lit t le Bird 

  While t he Pr incess lay in her  bed, cr ying in gr ief  of  her  dead par r ot , a lit t le bir d came 

hopping int o her  r oom. As t he Pr incess saw him, he began t o sing a beaut if ul song, about  t he 

lakes, t he t r ees and t he willow and so on . When he had f inished singing, t he Pr incess was not  

cr ying anymor e and she had f or got t en t hat  she was hungr y. The lit t le bir d asked her  t o t ake 

him in place of  t he par r ot . 

  Next  mor ning wit h gr eat  delight , t he Pr incess showed t he lit t le bir d t o all her  sist er s. 

For  each of  t he sist er s, t he bir d sang a new and beaut if ul song. Then, t he Pr incess showed her  

new f r iend t o t he King and t he Queen. The King was delight  t o see t he bir d, f or  t he bir d sang 

beaut if ully and was unlike t he par r ot s of  t he eight  sist er  who j ust  knew how t o say, ' God save 

t he King'  and ' Pr et t y Polly.'  

Supplement ary Reader 

Soul of  the Chapt er 
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The Sist ers Grew Jealous of  Sept ember 

  Seeing t he King speaking f avour able of  t he lit t le bir d and hear ing him sing beaut if ully, 

t he eight  sist er  gr ow j ealous of  Sept ember . The sist er  decide t o plan a st r at egy t o get  r id of  

t he lit t le bir d. They made an of f er  t o Sept ember ; t o give t heir  pocket  money in helping  

Sept ember  t o buy a new par r ot . When Sept ember  r ef used t hey quest ioned t he f r eedom of  t he 

bir d by point ing out  t o his absence ever y now and t hen, making Sept ember  insecur e. They also 

advised her  not  t o t ake any r isks and put  t he bir d in t he cage. 

 

Sept ember Begins t o Worry 

  On r ealising t hat  t he bir d had been away t oo long, Sept ember  begins t o wor r y about  t he 

saf et y of  her  bir d. She f ear s hawks and snar es might  have har med it . She also begins t o f ancy 

ideas like t he bir d might  have f or got t en her  and become a pet  t o someone else. All t hese ideas 

gr eat ly dist ur b her . 

  When t he bir d r et ur ns, on being asked behind his delay, t he bir d unknowing of  t he 

cir cumst ances honest ly t ells her  t hat  his f at her -in-law was giving a par t y and he int ended not  

t o come back. Hear ing t his, Sept ember  makes up her  mind and put s t he bir d in t he cage. 

I nit ially t he bir d t hought  t hat  Sept ember  was put t ing him t empor ar ily in t he cage, but  when he 

r ealised he was being caged f or ever  he becomes ver y unhappy. 

 

The Bird St ops Singing and Lat er on it  was Freed 

  The bir d could not  sing any f ur t her  as he was unable t o f eel t he beaut y of  lakes, t r ees, 

willows and so on. He also r ef used t o have f ood. The next  mor ning, he lay lif eless at  t he bot t om 

of  t he cage. Sept ember  t hinks t hat  t he bir d had died. 

  The bir d t ells t he Pr incess t hat  he could not  sing if  he cannot  f ly and if  he doesn' t  sing 

he would die. Sept ember  f eels ver y sor r y f or  what  she had done and t her ef or e f r ees t he bir d. 

The bir d pr omises t hat  he loved her  would keep coming t o meet  t he Pr incess. The Pr incess, 

t hough sad, put s t he bir d' s happiness on pr ior it y and f r ees him f or ever . She always kept  t he 

windows of  her  r oom open f or  t he bir d t o come whenever  he pleased t o.  
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1.  How many daught ers did t he royal couple have? 

  The r oyal couple had nine daught er s. 

2.  Why were t hey named af t er t he months of  t he year? 

 They wer e named af t er  t he mont hs of  t he year  because t heir  Queen Mot her  f ound it  

dif f icult  t o r emember  so many names. 

3.  The King had a peculiar habit .  What  was it ? Why is it  called peculiar? 

  Giving gif t s on his bir t hday was a peculiar  habit  t hat  t he King had. I t  was called peculiar  

because usually people r eceived gif t s on t heir  bir t hdays. 

4.  (i) What  was Princess Sept ember' s react ions t o t he loss of  her parrot ? 

  Pr incess Sept ember  bur st  int o t ear s when she saw her  par r ot  lying dead in it s cage. 

   (ii) What  was her mot her' s react ion t o it ? 

  Her  mot her  f ound it  non-sensual t o be cr ying over  a dead bir d and har dly paid any heed 

t o t he Pr incess' s loss. 

   (iii) What  do t he react ions indicate about  t he nature and temperament  of  each? 

  The Pr incess was at t ached t o her  par r ot  and t her ef or e, get s sent iment al over  it s deat h. 

The Queen, on t he ot her  hand, looked at  it  in a dist anced and mat ur e manner  and doesn' t  

t her ef or e, at t ach any impor t ance t o t he incident  of  par r ot ' s deat h. 

5.  What  pulled t he Princess out  of  her gloom? 

  A lit t le bir d t hat  came hopping int o her  r oom pulled t he Pr incess out  of  gloom. The bir d 

also sang beaut if ully. 

6.  How did t he Maids of  Honour come t o know t hat  the Princess and the bird had become  

   int imate f riends? 

  When t he Maid of  Honour  br ought  t he Pr incess br eakf ast , t he lit t le bir d was st ill t her e. 

He at e r ice f r om t he hands of  t he Pr incess and had bat h in her  saucer  and t hen sang a beaut if ul 

song f or  t he Pr incess. The Maids of  Honour  could easily under st and how good f r iends t hey had 

become. 

7.  The new bird was f ull of  new songs,  but  the old parrot s always repeat ed t hemselves.   

    What  did they say? 

  The old par r ot s only said, ' God save t he King.'  

NCERT Folder  

Comprehension Check -  1 
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8.  What  is t he King' s opinion about  his Councellors? Why did he f orm t hat  opinion? 

  The King f elt  t hat  his councellor ' s only sang empt y pr aises of  him. Like t he par r ot s, t hey 

could say t he same t hing in seven dif f er ent  language, but  t hey never  meant  anyt hing t hat  t hey 

said. 

9.   (i) The eight  Princess made an of f er t o Princess September.  What  was it ? 

        The ot her  Pr incesses of f er  t o put  t oget her  t heir  pocket  money t o buy a gr een 

and yellow par r ot  f or  t heir  sist er . 

     (ii) Why,  in your view,  did t hey do it ? 

        They wer e j ealous of  t he lit t le bir d t hat  t heir  sist er  had, who sang beaut if ully. 

10.  What  did the sisters advice the Princess t o do about  her bird? 

  The sist er s advise t he Pr incess t o put  her  lit t le bir d in a cage. 

 

 

 

1.  I n t he f ollowing sentence elaborat e t he part s given in bold.  Under t he circumst ances it   

    was a very unf ort unate remark f or t he bird t o make.  

  When t he Pr incess was giving int o t he advise given t o her  sist er s, suspect ing t hat  t he 

bir d may never  come back, t he lit t le bir d made unf or t unat e r emar ks such as “The f act  is I  ver y 

near ly didn’t  come back t onight  at  all. My f at her -in-law was giving a par t y….” 

2.  (i) What  did Princess Sept ember do t o ensure t he saf et y of  her pet ? 

   To ensur e t he saf et y of  t he lit t le bir d, t he Pr incess put  t he bir d int o t he cage. 

     (ii) How did t he bird react  t o it ? 

  The bir d r ef used t o be caged and put  behind t he bar s. He gr ew ver y unhappy and t old 

t he Pr incess t hat  ever yt hing looked dif f er ent  when viewed f r om behind t he bar s. He gr ew ver y 

unhappy and t old t he Pr incess t hat  ever yt hing looked dif f er ent  when viewed f r om behind t he 

bar s. 

3.  Why did t he bird ref use t o be t aken out  in her cage? 

  The bir d r ef used t o be t aken int o t he cage because he could not  see t he t r ee, t he lake 

and t he r ice f ields and so on. He t old t he Pr incess t hat  ever yt hing looked dif f er ent  when 

viewed f r om behind t he bar s.  

4.  (i) What  persuaded Princess September t o give t he bird his f reedom again? 

   The bir d had become so unhappy in t he cage t hat  it  almost  looked lif eless. The 

Comprehension Check -  2 
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Pr incess game him back his f r eedom because she didn’t  want  him t o die. 

  (ii) How did the bird react  t o it ? 

   He t hanked t he Pr incess and t old her  he would come back and t hem spr eading his 

winds f lew int o t he open sky. 

5.  Princess Sept ember kept  her window open day and night .  

  (i) How did it  help t he bird? 

    Pr incess Sept ember  kept  t he window open day and night  so t hat  t he bir d could 

easily come and go whenever  it  liked. 

  (ii) How did it  help t he Princess herself ? 

    The open br eeze t hat  came I n f r om t he window helped in making t he Pr incess 

ext r emely beaut if ul. Lat er , she was mar r ied t o t he King of  Cambodia. 

6.  The eight  sist ers kept  t heir windows shut  How did it  af f ect  them? 

  The eight  sist er s t hat  kept  t heir  windows closed became ugly and disagr eeable. Only t he 

king’s councllor s wer e a f it t ing choice f or  t hem.  

 

 

 

Discuss t he f ollowing quest ions in small groups.  Writ e t heir answers later.  

1. Ar e t he sist er s unkind and cr uel? Find evidence in t he t ext  t o suppor t  your  idea. 

  Yes, The sist er s wer e unkind and cr uel t o Pr incess Sept ember . They wer e j ealous of  her  

lit t le bir d because it  sang sweet  songs f or  her . Also ever y t ime he was asked t o sing, he sang a 

new song. 

  The par r ot s of  t he sist er s only knew how t o say ‘God save t he King’ or  Pr et t y Polly.’ 

They, t her ef or e, inst igat ed t he Pr incess Sept ember  t o put  her  bir d in t he cage and ar oused 

unnecessar y f ear  in her . 

2.  Which t o you,  is the most  important  idea in t his st ory and why? 

  (i) I mpor t ance of  music 

  (ii) Value of  f r eedom 

  (iii) Beaut y of  nat ur e 

Ans.  

 (ii) The most  impor t ant  idea in t he chapt er  is t he value of  f r eedom. When t he lit t le 

bir d’s f r eedom is cur bed it  almost  becomes lif eless. On being given his f r eedom, he is able t o 

Exercise 
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live lif e happily, sing beaut if ul songs and also r emains gr at ef ul and loyal t o t he Pr incess. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Af t er what  were t he king’s nine daughters named? 

  The king’s daught er s wer e named af t er  t he names of  t he mont hs in an year , but  in t he 

Siamese language. 

2.  What  were the gif t  t hat  t he King gave t o his daught ers on his birthday? 

  The King gif t ed a gr een par r ot  in a golden cage t o his daught er s on his bir t hday. 

3.  Why did t he Maids of  Honour put  the crying Princess in t he bed and went  away? 

  The Maids of  Honour  had t o go f or  a par t y. They, t her ef or e, quickly put  t he Pr incess in 

t he bed and went  away. 

4.  What  was t he lit t le bird’s song based upon? 

  The lit t le bir d sang a song about  t he lake in t he king’s gar den. The willow t r ees t hat  

r ef lect ed it s image in t he wat er  and t he goldf ish t hat  glided in and out  of  t he br anches in t hat  

image. 

5.  What  did the bird t ell t he Princess t o convince her t o be f riends? 

  The lit t le bir d asked t he Pr incess t o t ake him in place of  her  par r ot . He t old her  t hat  he 

was not  as beaut if ul as t he par r ot , but  had a lovely voice. 

6.  Whom does the king compare the parrot s wit h? 

  The King dr aws a compar ison bet ween his councellor s and t he par r ot s. Bot h of  t hem said 

t he same t hing, ‘God save t he King’ or  ‘Pr et t y Polly’, wit hout  meaning it . 

7.  Why were t he other sisters vexed? 

  The eight  sist er s wer e vexed because Pr incess Sept ember ’s bir d sang beaut if ully 

wher eas t heir  par r ot s only knew t o say t wo phr ases. 

8.  Where had t he bird gone when the sisters come t o meet  Princess Sept ember? 

  The bir d had gone t o pay a visit  t o his f at her -in-law when t he sist er s come t o meet  

Pr incess Sept ember . 

9.  What  does t he bird do when the Princess put s her int o t he cage? 

  The bir d didn’t  suspect  t he Pr incess t o have t hought  of  put t ing him in a cage. HE get s 

Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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shocked and was unable t o say anyt hing when t he Pr incess act ually does t hat . 

 

10.  What  reason does t he Princess give the bird f or put t ing him int o t he cage? 

  The Pr incess t ells t he bir d t hat  her  mot her ’s cat s had been pr owling ar ound and t o 

ensur e t he bir d’s saf et y she was put t ing him in t he cage. 

 

 

 

1.  Why does t he Princess get  worried about  her bird? 

  The Pr incess get s wor r ied because t he bir d had been away f or  a ver y long t ime, She 

f ear s t hat  t he hawks and t he snar es might  have har med t he bir d. She also t hinks t hat  t he bir d 

might  have f or got t en her  or  t aken f ancy t o someone else. 

2.  Why does t he bird st op singing in t he middle of  the song? 

  The bir d doesn’t  f eel comf or t able behind t he closed bar s of  t he cage. He f eels uneasy; 

t hough he was unable t o compr ehend it . Suddenly, in t he middle of  t he f ur t her  and st ops 

singing. 

3.  What  does t he Princess f ear the next  morning? 

  When t he Pr incess woke up next  mor ning and called out  t o t he bir d, t he bir d gave no 

r eply. He r emianed t o lie at  t he bot t om of  t he cage wit h it s eyes closed. The Pr incess f ear ed 

t hat  t he bir d might  have died. 

4.  What  according t o the aut hor was very dif f icult  t o do? 

  Accor ding t o t he aut hor  it  is ver y dif f icult  t o put  t he happiness of  someone you love 

bef or e your  own. The Pr incess, however , f inally places t he happiness of  t he bir d bef or e her  own 

happiness and let s him go, knowing t hat  wit hout  him she would become lonely. 

5.  What  did the lit t le bird say when t he Princess released him f rom the cage? 

  The lit t le bir d pr omised t he Pr incess t hat  he would never  f or get  her  and would come 

back as he loved t he Pr incess. He also t old t he Pr incess t hat  no mat t er  how f ar  he went  he 

would always come back t o meet  and spend t ime wit h t he Pr incess.  

 

 

 

 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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1.  Why do t he sist ers end up marrying the people they do? 

  When Pr incess Sept ember  gr ew up, she gr ew ext r emely beaut if ul. Her  sensit ivit y f or  

t he bir d and his f r eedom and t he open br eeze made her  amicable. She was, t her ef or e, mar r ied 

t o t he King of  Cambodia and was car r ied on a whit e elephant  all t he way t o t he cit y in which t he 

King lived. The ot her  sist er s gr ew up t o be ugly and disagr eeable and wer e given away t o t he 

King’s Councellor s. 

  They t ell her  t hat  she had given t oo much f r eedom t o her  bir d and t he bir d may never  

come back. The sist er s advise t he Pr incess t o put  t he bir d in a cage, as t hey wer e j ealous of  t he 

Pr incess’s bir d. 

 

 

 

1.  Does t he st ory recommend the idea of  birds being made pet s? 

  No, t he idea of  bir ds as pet s may sound cut e and loveable but  t he bir ds should never  be 

t ur ned int o pet s and t her eby put  in cages. The inher ent  nat ur e of  bir ds is t o f ly. By put t ing 

t hem behind bar s we cur b what  t hey ar e meant  f or . Unlike human beings and animals t hat  do not  

have wings, bir ds ar e blessed wit h wings so t hat  t hey could f ly. By cont r olling t heir  f light , we 

ar e going against  t he laws of  nat ur e.  

  The bir d in t he st or y almost  becomes lif eless when he r ealise t hat  he could be caged 

f or ever . The par r ot  could have also died f or  similar  r easons. 

2.  Why did t he sist ers mock Princess Sept ember? 

  The eight  sist er s wer e j ealous of  Pr incess Sept ember . When t hey get  t o know t hat  

Pr incess Sept ember  had r eleased her  bir d, t hey mock her  f or  her  st upidit y.  

  They t ell her  t hat  bir d would never  come back and t hat  she had made a blunder . But , 

t he bir d did come back and sang a beaut if ul song f or  t he Pr incess. He also at e f r om her  hand 

and used t o love t he Pr incess dear ly.   

Long Answer Type Quest ions 

Value Based Quest ions 


